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OVERVIEW 
Under Section 71E of the Customs Act 1901 approval can be sought from 
Customs to move goods. 

An s71E movement application is made by an owner, or Customs broker acting on 
behalf of an owner, to move goods entered for home consumption that are subject 
to Customs control, for the purpose of a Customs examination.  

An examination advice must have been generated by Customs for the goods 
covered by the s71E movement application. Generally, applications for an s71E 
movement application involve the movement of goods from a Customs 
establishment (i.e. s15 Wharf, s77G Depot, s77G Container Park, s77G CTO) to 
the importer’s specified premises. 

 

S71E movement applications can be made using the Integrated Cargo System 
(ICS), either by Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) or Customs Interactive, or by 
paper document lodged at a Customs office. S71E movement applications can be 
created directly within the ICS or input by a Customs officer only where there is an 
electronic import declaration lodged with an associated Exam Advice.  

In all instances, s71E movement applications will be evaluated. Permission to 
move the goods may be granted, subject to conditions, or refused. The granting or 
refusal of the permission is notified to the owner/broker by the same means by 
which the application was lodged: either through the ICS or by paper document. 

S71E movement applications are approved if the stated premises and its physical 
attributes are suitable to receive the cargo, and if the movement history of the 
owner (or broker) is acceptable. If an application is rejected, reasons for the 
rejection accompany the rejection notice. 

 

Goods that have been moved on an s71E movement application can again be 
moved for further action (e.g. commerce marking). Any subsequent move requires 
submission of a new s71E movement application that refers to the original. A 
movement sequence number identifies this and any further subsequent moves. 
The ICS limits the number of s71E movement applications that can be submitted 
for a consignment to five. 

There are two types of approvals that can be sought, and these can be submitted 
in one of two ways: 

• Underbond movement request 

• S71E movement application 

An underbond movement request relates to goods that have not yet been entered 
for home consumption. If cargo is to be moved, and goods have not yet been 
entered for home consumption, an electronic underbond movement request must 
be submitted. Information on underbond movement requests can be found in 
Module 6 Import Cargo Reporting on the Customs website. Go to 
www.customs.gov.au  
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An s71E movement application is used for goods that have had an 
import/warehouse declaration lodged, and the goods have been entered for home 
consumption. An examination advice must also have been generated by Customs 
for the goods covered on the s71E movement application. 

The same s71E movement application can be used for goods entering Australia on 
a Carnet.  However, because Carnet goods do not have an electronic import 
declaration lodged, a manual application must be submitted. 

This manual only deals with the s71E movement application. 
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OFFENCES 
 

The Customs Act 1901 (the Act) contains a range of offence provisions.  Many of 
these offences are specifically described as ‘strict liability’ offences. 

 

Division 5 of Part XIII of the Act contains an infringement notice scheme that 
applies to some, but not all, of those strict liability offences.  In relation to section 
71E applications, the infringement notice scheme applies to subsections 33(2), 
33(3) and 33(6).  

 

The infringement notice scheme does not apply to subsections 33(1) and 33(6). 
Offences under subsections 33(1) and 33(6) require intent to be proven and are 
prosecuted in court.  
 

Further information on the infringement notice scheme can be located on the 
Customs website, www.customs.gov.au. 
 

Subsection 33(1) relates to situations where a person intentionally moves, alters 
or interferes with goods subject to Customs control and that action is unauthorised. 
The maximum penalty a court can apply to an offence against section 33(1) is 500 
penalty units.  

 

Subsection 33(2) relates to situations where a person moves, alters or interferes 
with goods subject to Customs control and that action is unauthorised. The penalty 
under the infringement notice scheme for an offence under subsection 33(2) is 12 
penalty units. The maximum penalty a court can apply to an offence against 
subsection 33(2) is 60 penalty units.  

 

Subsection 33(3) relates to situations where an employee of a person moves, 
alters or interferes with goods subject to Customs control and that action is 
unauthorised. Subsection 33(4) provides a due diligence defence to subsection 
33(3). The penalty under the infringement notice scheme for an offence under 
subsection 33(3) is 12 penalty units. The maximum penalty a court can apply to an 
offence against subsection 33(3) is 60 penalty units.   
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Subsection 33(5) relates to situations where a person intentionally directs or 
permits another to person to move, alter or interfere with goods subject to Customs 
control and that action is unauthorised. The maximum penalty a court can apply to 
an offence against subsection 33(5) is 500 penalty units.  
 

Subsection 33(6) relates to situations where a person directs or permits another 
person to move, alter or interfere with goods subject to Customs control and that 
action is unauthorised. The penalty under the infringement notice scheme for an 
offence under subsection 33(3) is 12 penalty units. The maximum penalty a court 
can apply to an offence against subsection 33(3) is 60 penalty units.   

 

A penalty unit is defined under section 4AA Crimes Act 1914. 
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CREATING A S71E MOVEMENT APPLICATION 
The S71E Movement Application Create screen enables users with the appropriate 
access to create an s71E movement application. 

 

Initially only the Import Declaration ID field displays, and the user must input a 
valid import declaration number and click the Retrieve Declaration Information 
hyperlink. Once the associated import declaration data is retrieved, all fields 
display with the relevant information. The Line Summary Details section is included 
on the S71E Movement Application Create screen if goods arrive by sea, but not if 
they arrive by air. 

 

Tip: before attempting to create an s71E movement application, ensure that you 
have all required information and codes. The following table lists the codes that 
may be required in lodging an s71E movement application and the fields to which 
they apply. 

 

To create an s71E movement application for sea: 

Step 1. From the main menu, click on Imports, then click on S71E Movement 
Application and then click on Create Sea. 

 

The S71E Movement Application Create screen displays. 

 

The S71E Movement Application Create screen enables users to create an s71E 
movement application. 

Initially only the Import Declaration ID field displays. 

 

Step 2. In the Import Declaration ID field, enter the identifier for the import 
declaration that is associated with the movement application. 
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Step 3. Click on the Retrieve Declaration Information hyperlink. 

 

Note: if no import declaration with the entered identifier exists, the following 
message displays, ‘No Import Declaration information exists’. 

 

The S71E Movement Application Create screen redisplays with information 
supplied from the entered import declaration.  

 

The Line Summary Details section is included on the S71E Movement Application 
Create screen if goods arrive by sea but not if they arrive by air. 

 

Step 4. In the Goods Description field, enter the free-text description for the 
goods. 

 

Step 5. In the Marks and Numbers field, enter a free-text description including 
identifying marks and brands on the packages being imported. 

 

Step 6. In the Reason for Application field, enter a free-text explanation of why 
the movement application is necessary. 

 

Step 7. In the Applicant Name field, enter the name of the person requesting 
the movement application. 
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Step 8. (Optional) Select the Broker Indicator checkbox if the applicant is a 
broker. 

 

Note: the Branch ID field is automatically populated with information retrieved from 
the import declaration if the Broker Indicator checkbox is selected. 

 

Step 9. (Conditional) In the Nominee Broker Licence No field, enter the 
identifier issued to the broker by Customs. 

 

Note: the Nominee Broker Licence No field is mandatory if the Broker Indicator 
checkbox is selected. 

 

Step 10.  In the Branch ID field enter the identifier for the relevant broker’s 
branch. 

 

Step 11. In the Originating Establishment ID field, enter the identifier for the 
establishment from which the goods originate. 

 

Tip: the Originating Establishment ID and Establishment Name fields can be 
populated using a search.  Click on the ‘find’ hyperlink next to the Establishment 
Name field and enter the desired value in the search window to initiate the search. 
On return to the S71E Movement Application Create screen, the fields are 
populated with the appropriate value.  

 

Step 12. In the Movement Destination To field, enter the details of the 
establishment for which the goods are destined. 

 

Tip: the Movement Destination To field can be populated using a search. Click on 
the Movement Destination hyperlink and enter the address details or search for an 
existing address. On return to the S71E Movement Application Create screen, the 
field is populated with the appropriate value.  

 

Step 13.  In the Seal No field, enter the seal number of the container provided by 
the shipping company. 
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Step 14. (Optional) Select the Hazardous Goods Indicator checkbox if the 
goods are classified as hazardous under Australian or international regulations. 

 

Step 15. (Optional) Select the Fumigation Indicator checkbox if the goods have 
been fumigated prior to entry into Australia. 

 

Note: to remove a line, click on the Remove Line checkbox prior to submitting the 
document. 

 

Note: to exit the screen without saving, click on the Cancel button. 

 

Step 16. Click on the Submit button. 

 

The S71E Movement Application View screen displays. 

 

To create an s71E movement application for air: 

Step 1. From the main menu, click on Imports, then click on S71E Movement 
Application, and then click on Create Air. 

 

The S71E Movement Application Create screen displays. 

 

The S71E Movement Application Create screen enables users to create an s71E 
movement application. 

Initially only the Import Declaration ID field displays. 

 

Step 2. In the Import Declaration ID field, enter the identifier for the import 
declaration that is associated with the movement application. 

 

Step 3. Click on the Retrieve Declaration Information hyperlink. 
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Note: if no import declaration with the entered identifier exists, the following 
message displays, ‘No Import Declaration information exists’. 

 

The S71E Movement Application Create screen redisplays with information 
supplied from the entered import declaration.  

 

The Line Summary Details section is included on the S71E Movement Application 
Create screen if goods arrive by sea but not if they arrive by air. 

 

Step 4. In the Goods Description field, enter the free-text description for the 
goods. 

 

Step 5. In the Marks and Numbers field, enter a free-text description including 
identifying marks and brands on the packages being imported. 

 

Step 6. In the Reason for Application field, enter a free-text explanation of why 
the movement application is necessary. 

 

Step 7. In the Applicant Name field, enter the name of the person requesting 
the movement application. 

 

Step 8. (Optional) Select the Broker Indicator checkbox if the applicant is a 
broker. 
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Note: the Branch ID field is automatically populated with information retrieved from 
the import declaration if the Broker Indicator checkbox is selected. 

 

Step 9. (Conditional) In the Nominee Broker Licence No field, enter the 
identifier issued to the broker by Customs. 

 

Note: the Nominee Broker Licence No field is mandatory if the Broker Indicator 
checkbox is selected. 

 

Step 10.  In the Branch ID field enter the identifier for the relevant broker’s 
branch. 

 

Step 11. In the Originating Establishment ID field, enter the identifier for the 
establishment from which the goods originate. 

 

Step 12. In the Establishment Name field, enter the name of the establishment 
from which the goods originate. 

 

Tip: the Originating Establishment ID and Establishment Name fields can be 
populated using a search.  Click on the ‘find’ hyperlink next to the Establishment 
Name field and enter the desired value in the search window to initiate the search. 
On return to the S71E Movement Application Create screen, the fields are 
populated with the appropriate value.  

 

Step 13. In the Movement Destination To field, enter the details of the 
establishment for which the goods are destined. 

 

Tip: the Movement Destination To field can be populated using a search.  Click on 
the Movement Destination hyperlink and enter the address details or search for an 
existing address. On return to the S71E Movement Application Create screen, the 
field is populated with the appropriate value.  

 

Note: to exit the screen without saving, click on the Cancel button. 

 

Step 14. Click on the Submit button. 
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The S71E Movement Application View screen displays. 

 

The following table lists the options available on the S71E Movement Application 
Create screen. 
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SEARCHING FOR A S71E MOVEMENT APPLICATION 
The S71E Movement Application Search screen enables users with the 
appropriate access to search for an s71E movement application in the Integrated 
Cargo System (ICS). 

 

To search for a s71E movement application: 

Step 1. From the main menu, click on Imports, click on S71E Movement 
Applications, and then click on Search. 

 

The S71E Movement Application Search screen displays. 

 

The S71E Movement Application Search screen enables users to search for an 
s71E movement application in the ICS.  

The default search criteria in the Select Combination field are Document Owner Id 
and S71E Movement ID. 

 

The Document Owner Id field defaults to the ABN or CCID of the company logged 
into the system.  This field is read-only. 

 

Step 2. In the Select Combination field, click on the drop-down button and 
select one of the following options: 

• Document Owner and S71E Movement ID 

• Document Owner and Import Declaration ID 

• Document Owner Examination Advice ID 

• Document Owner Importer ABN/CCID and optional Submission Date Range 
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• Document Owner and Nominee Broker Licence No and optional Submission 
Date Range 

• Document Owner and Branch ID and optional Submission Date Range. 

 

Step 3. Enter the relevant values in the mandatory fields. 

 

Note: the submission date range must be no more than two years into the past 
and must not include a future date. 

 

Tip: the Importer ABN/CCID and Importer Name fields can be populated using a 
search.  Click on the ‘find’ hyperlink and enter the name of the desired value in the 
search window to initiate the search. On return to the S71E Movement Application 
Search screen, the fields are populated with the appropriate values. 

 

Note: to clear the search criteria entered, click on the Clear button. 

 

Step 4. Click on the Search button. 

 

If one record is found, the S71E Movement Application View screen displays. 
Refer to page 21.17. 

 

If more than one record is found, the S71E Movement Application List screen 
displays. 

 



 SECTION 71E MOVEMENT APPLICATIONS

 

21.16 INDUSTRY IMPORTS MANUAL – V1.0 27/08/2007 

The S71E Movement Application List screen enables users to view a list of s71E 
movement applications that were found from a search.   

The records are sorted by submission date in descending order. All fields are read-
only. 

 

The following table lists the options available on the S71E Movement Application 
List  screen. 

 

Step 5. Click on a hyperlink from the S71E Movement ID column. 
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The S71E Movement Application View screen displays like this for Sea cargo 
(first movement sequence). 

 

 

The S71E Movement Application View screen displays like this for Air cargo (first 
movement sequence). 
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The S71E Movement Application View screen displays like this for Sea cargo 
(subsequent movement sequence). 

 

The S71E Movement Application View screen displays like this for Air cargo 
(subsequent movement sequence). 
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The S71E Movement Application View screen enables users to view the details of 
an s71E movement application in the ICS. All fields are read-only. 

If the s71E movement application is a withdrawn version, a Withdrawn indicator 
displays in red text at the top of the screen and the Withdraw button is disabled. If 
the s71E movement application is withdrawn, the Evaluate button is also disabled.  

 

Tip: if this is the fifth subsequent movement for that s71E movement application 
the Subsequent Move(s) button is disabled, as no further moves are allowed. 

 

The View EDI Details, View Evaluation Details and Message Advice(s) hyperlinks 
display only if data exists. 

 

Line summary details are sorted by container number for sea cargo and by master 
air waybill number for air cargo. 
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The following table lists the options available on the S71E Movement Application 
View screen. 

 

To create a subsequent s71E movement application: 

Step 6. Click on the Subsequent Move(s) button. 
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The S71E Movement Application Subsequent Move(s) Create screen displays 
like this for Sea cargo. 

 

 

The S71E Movement Application Subsequent Move(s) Create screen displays 
like this for Air cargo. 
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The S71E Movement Application Subsequent Move(s) Create screen enables 
users to create a subsequent s71E movement application. 

 

Step 7. In the Reason for Application field, enter a free-text explanation of why 
the movement application is necessary. 

 

Step 8. In the Marks and Numbers field, enter a free-text description including 
identifying marks and brands on the packages being imported. 

 

Step 9. In the Movement Destination (To) field, enter the details of the 
establishment for which the goods are destined. 

 

Tip: the Movement Destination (To) field can be populated using a search.  Click 
on the Movement Destination hyperlink and enter the desired value in the search 
window to search, add or edit the destination details. On return to the S71E 
Movement Application Create screen, the field is populated with the appropriate 
value.  

 

If the goods arrive by air, refer to Step 14. 

 

Mode of Arrival is Sea: 

Step 10. (Optional) In the Seal No field, enter the seal number on the original 
container or other identifier as a consequence of the subsequent move (eg, 
Customs seal number). 

 

Step 11. (Optional) In the No of Packages field, enter the number of packages to 
which the subsequent move relates. 

 

Step 12. (Optional) Select the Hazardous Goods Indicator checkbox if the 
goods are classified as hazardous under Australian or international regulations. 

 

Step 13. (Optional) Select the Fumigation Indicator checkbox if the goods have 
been fumigated prior to entry into Australia. 
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Refer to Step 15. 

 

Mode of Arrival is Air: 

Step 14. (Optional) In the No of Packages field, enter the number of packages to 
which the subsequent move relates. 

 

Note: to exit the screen without saving, click on the Cancel button. 

 

Step 15. Click on the Submit button. 

 

The S71E Movement Application View screen displays. 

 

The following table lists the options available on the S71E Movement Application 
Subsequent Move(s) Create screen. 
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WITHDRAWING A S71E MOVEMENT APPLICATION 
The S71E Movement Application View screen enables users with the appropriate 
access to withdraw a previously entered s71E movement application. 

 

To withdraw an s71E movement application: 

Step 1. Ensure the S71E Movement Application View screen is displayed. 

 

Step 2. Click on the Withdraw button. 

 

The Withdrawal Details Add screen displays. 

 

 

Step 3. In the Withdrawal Reason field, enter the details relating to why this 
movement application is being withdrawn. 

 

Step 4. Click on the Submit button. 

 

Note: clicking Submit on this screen is an acknowledgement that the authority to 
deal with the goods will be withdrawn, as stated on the screen. 

 

The S71E Movement Application View screen redisplays with a Withdrawn 
indicator displayed in red text at the top of the screen. 
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RELATED TOPICS 
For more information on Client Maintenance, refer to Volume 1 Module 3.2. 

For more information on Messaging, refer to Volume 1 Module 4. 

For more information on Import Declarations (N10), refer to Module 16. 

 

FURTHER ASSISTANCE 
For import-related technical support email cargosupport@customs.gov.au or 
phone 1300 558 099. 

 


