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Tablet Presses and Encapsulators – Amendments to the 
Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 

From 1 May 2020, Regulation 4G of the Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 (the 

Regulations) has been amended to prohibit from import encapsulators, incomplete encapsulators 

and incomplete tablet presses unless permission has been granted. This amendment removes 

uncertainty about the goods to which this import control applies. 

The new definitions for tablet presses and encapsulators 

Subregulation 4G(7) of the Regulations now defines: 

Tablet press: Any equipment which can be used for the compaction or moulding of 

powdered or granular solids, or semi-solid material to produce coherent solid tablets, 

whether or not complete, temporarily or permanently inoperable, or unfinished. 

Encapsulators: Any equipment which can be used for the complete envelopment of 

powdered or granular solids, semi-solid material, liquids, or gases to produce coherent solid 

capsules, whether or not complete, temporarily or permanently inoperable, or unfinished.  

Permits cannot be issued before 1 May 2020 

Importers may have ordered goods prior to this announcement, and can lodge an application prior 

to 1 May 2020 for permission to import those goods. However, the Australian Border Force is 

unable to grant permission to import any goods captured by the amended prohibition before the 

legislation commences. Importers whose goods arrive before a decision is made on their 

application for permission to import will be responsible for any storage costs they may incur.  

Further information 

For information regarding these changes, please consult the relevant legislation, including the 

explanatory statement, at https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/F1996B03651.  

For information on importing tablet presses and encapsulators to Australia, please see: 

https://www.abf.gov.au/importing-exporting-and-manufacturing/prohibited-

goods/categories/miscellaneous  



 

 | 2 

This amendment follows public consultation in March 2019 (see: 

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-publications/submissions-and-discussion-

papers/tablet-press-import-control). 
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